
  

 

DETERMINATION AND FINDINGS FOR  

SINGLE AVAILABLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT 

 

Agency: Child and Family Services Agency 

Contractor: Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington 

Caption: Project Connect Services 

Contract Number:  DCRL-2017-R-0079  

Expiration: September 30, 2018 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. AUTHORIZATION: 

 

 D.C. Official Code §2-354.04, 27 DCMR 1304, 1700 and 1701. 

2. MINIMUM NEED: 

 

The Government of the District of Columbia, Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA), 

has the following minimum need: 

 

 (a) CFSA has a need for the above named contractor to provide a family preservation model 

for high-risk families involved with the child welfare system that are affected by parental 

substance abuse. The program shall offers intensive, in-home services, such as counseling, 

substance abuse monitoring, nursing, as well as referrals for other services. The program 

shall also offer home-based parent education, parenting groups, and an ongoing support 

group for mothers in recovery. Project Connect shall be used to maintain children safely in 

their homes; however, when this is not possible, the program shall work to facilitate 

reunification.  For the purposes of this contract, Project Connect shall only refer to services 

to facilitate reunification and may refer in-home services for CFSA identified chronic neglect 

cases. 

 

(b) Catholic Charities as listed above is currently providing these services to families in 

Ward 7 of the District, and has existing delivery systems in place to provide these services. 

These systems were developed over many years with close coordination with the Human 

Services Committee of the Council of the District of Columbia (DC Council). 

 

(c) The Agency has a need for Project Connect Services to children and families in order to 

maintain compliance with the LaShawn A. v. Bowser Implementation and Exit Plan (IEP), 

and to prevent a disruption of services throughout the District. 

 

3. ESTIMATED FAIR AND REASONABLE COST: 

 

$930,000.00 

 

4. FACTS WHICH JUSTIFY A SINGLE AVAILABLE SOURCE ROCUREMENT: 

 

The proposed contractor is the only entity capable of meeting the District's minimum need 

during the proposed period of performance. First, CFSA, as part of the ongoing LaShawn A. 
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v. Bowser  federal litigation, is required to utilize community based child welfare services. 

LaShawn A. v. Bowser- a class action lawsuit that was brought against the District on behalf 

of abused and neglected children in 1989—resulted in a Court Order requiring the city to 

improve its services to abused and neglected children and their families; the Order includes a 

requirement to develop neighborhood-based services.  

 

Second, CFSA is currently revamping the Safe and Stable Families IV-E Program. Within 

this redesign, CFSA has made the decision to continue with funding the evidence-based 

program Project Connect. In doing so CFSA has conducted a thorough review of the program 

outcomes and through that assessment, it determined that there were a number of 

administrative barriers that impacted service delivery. In order to address this issue CFSA 

has decided to continue funding Project Connect however to do so through directly 

contracting with a service provider to eliminate the administrative barriers.   

 

 

5. CERTIFICATION BY AGENCY HEAD: 

 

I hereby certify that the above findings are true, correct and complete to the best of my 

knowledge. 

 

 ___________________________ _______________ 

    Raymond Davidson           Date    

    Director  

 

6.  CERTIFICATION BY CONTRACTING OFFICER 

 

I have reviewed the above findings and certify that they are sufficient to justify the use of the 

sole source method of procurement under the cited authority.  I certify that the notice of 

intent to award a sole source contract was published in accordance with 27 DCMR 1304 and 

that no response was received. 

 

  

 __________________________ _________________ 

 Tara Sigamoni            Date 

 Agency Chief Contracting Officer 

 

 

DETERMINATION 

 Based on the above findings and in accordance with the cited authority, I hereby determine 

that it is not feasible or practical to invoke the competitive bidding process under Section 402 

of the Procurement Practices Reform Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-371; 

D.C. Official Code § 2-354.02). I further find that the contractor listed above is the only 

available source that can meet the District’s minimum needs.  Accordingly, I determine that the 

District is justified in using the sole source method of procurement. 

 

 __________________________    _______________ 

Tara Sigamoni                    Date 

Agency Chief Contracting Officer     


