
DETERMINATION AND FINDINGS 
FOR  

SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT 
 
 

Agency:                                 District Department of the Environment 
 
Proposed Contractor:       RCQuinn Consulting, Inc.  

     
RQ Number:                     RQ757189 
 
Caption:                            DC Floodplain Management Trainings 

      
 

Findings 
 
 

1.  Authorization 
 
D.C. Official Code § 2-354.04 and 27 DCMR1702 
 
2.  Minimum Need 

 
The District Department of the Environment (DDOE) has an immediate need to develop 
floodplain management guidance and procedures for residents of the District of Columbia. Since 
the adoption of the revised DC flood map (digital Flood Insurance Rate Map), and floodplain 
regulations in September 2010, DDOE has had a significant increase in information and service 
requests from the general public and interagency coordination in compliance with DC floodplain 
regulations. Since the flood provisions under the current Construction Codes Supplement of 
2008, are not well understood and overlapped with DC Floodplain regulations, there is a need to 
provide training workshops for DC officials and other stakeholders who are responsible for 
compliance and enforcement of the codes. The workshop will enhance their knowledge and 
capability in order to promote public health, safety, general welfare, and to minimize public and 
private losses due to flooding. 

 

DDOE is seeking a contractor who is a subject matter expert, and has a history of proven 
experience and outstanding expertise in International Building Codes and the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) capability, floodplain management and hazard mitigation. The 
contractor will provide consulting service to conduct a minimum of two (2) one-day workshops 
and a minimum of two (2) half day workshops as well as all materials and supplies associated 
with the trainings for DC officials from various agencies and other stakeholders such as 
engineers, architects, land surveyors, and developers. 

 

 



3.  Estimated Reasonable Cost  
 

The estimated reasonable cost is $15,000.00. 
 

4. Facts that Justify a Sole Source Procurement: 
 

A. With nearly 30 years of experience in floodplain management and hazard 
mitigation, Rebecca C. Quinn is a nationally Certified Floodplain Manager 
(CFM). Ms. Quinn’s background includes 15 years as the Maryland NFIP State 
Coordinator and the Maryland State Hazard Mitigation Officer. In those 
capacities she dealt with floods, hurricanes, severe winter storms and forest and 
wildfires. Her hazard mitigation experience spans federal, state and local 
programs ranging from hazard identification, mitigation planning alternatives 
analyses, project selection, environmental reviews and permit requirements. As 
the NFIP State Coordinator, she was responsible for administration of flood 
mitigation grant programs, CRS assistance, and oversight of local flood 
management programs. 

 
 

B. Changing contractors would delay the workshops, as well as the building of the 
capability of the District in implementation and enforcement of the floodplain 
management regulations. If the District fails to implement and enforce floodplain 
regulations requirements, the District is in jeopardy of being suspended of the 
NFIP by FEMA. Non-NFIP participating communities are not qualified for the 
low-cost federally backed flood insurance, and federal disaster assistance for its 
residents and property owners.  

 
 

C. Ms. Quinn has experiences in International Building Codes and NFIP regulations 
compatibility including: 

 
- As NFIP Specialist, responsible for review of the International Building Code and 

other Codes in the family of the International Code Series (I-Codes), drafting and 
defending code changes to achieve consistency with the NFIP, developing 
handbook on participating in the NFIP through the I-Codes, drafting code 
commentary; 
 

- As Technical Writer, responsible for revising FEMA’s Technical Bulletin #1, 
Opening in Foundation Walls for Building Located in Special Flood Hazard 
Areas; 
 

- As Technical writer and subject matter expert, developing a desk reference, 
incorporating decades of policy memoranda and letters issued by the NFIP for 
FEMA’s NFIP Substantial Improvement and Substantial Damage Reference; and 

 
As Technical Specialist, preparing guidance document for local building code 
officials, and others to help facilitate decisions regarding local floodplain 



management programs and how local process may be modified through adoption 
of the I-Codes, which are NFIP compliant 

 
  

 
 
 
 

5.  Certification of Agency Head:  
 

 I hereby certify that the above findings are correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

                                 _________________________________ 
Date   

                                      Christophe A.G. Tulou  
      Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Certification by Contracting Officer:  
 
I have reviewed the above findings and certify that they are sufficient to justify the use of the 
sole source method of procurement under the cited statutory authority. I recommend that the 
Chief Procurement Officer approve the use of the sole source procurement method for this 
proposed contract. 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________  _____________________________________  
 Date     Robyn N. Johnson 

     Contracting Officer 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DETERMINATION 
 
 

Based upon the findings above, in accordance with D.C. Official Code § 2-303.05(a)(3) and 
Section 109 of PL 109-155, I hereby determine that the subject requirement may be acquired 
using the sole source method of procurement. The Contracting Officer has certified that the sole 
source notice of Intent to Award a Sole Source Contract was posted on the OCP website and no 
valid responses were received regarding the posting (See attachment). It is further determined 
that the awards are in the best interest of the Government of the District of Columbia. 

 
 
 
 
 

______________    ________________________________ 
Date    Courtney Lattimore 
     Commodity Manager 

 


